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CNN staff were monitoring law enforcement activity this morning given the 9/11
anniversary.

After hearing a U.S. Coast Guard radio transmission that a boat had breached a
security zone on the Potomac River a short distance from the Pentagon where the
President had just attended a 9/11 anniversary ceremony, CNN contacted the Coast
Guard public affairs office at the agency's headquarters. The Coast Guard
spokeswoman said she was unaware of any activity taking place on the Potomac
River.

After hearing a further radio transmission about 10 rounds being expended, and
after reviewing video of rapid movement by Coast Guard vessels as the President's
motorcade crossed the Memorial Bridge, CNN reported the story. Simultaneously,
during a second phone call, the Coast Guard spokeswoman informed us that its
National Command Center and other command posts knew nothing about any
activity in the area.

Given the circumstances, it would have been irresponsible not to report on what we
were hearing and seeing. As with any breaking news story, information is often fluid
and CNN updated the story with the official explanation from the Coast Guard as
soon as it was provided.



